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PREFACE.

On the one hundredth anniversary of Dr. Gallau-
det’s birth, this record of his life is completed and
offered to the deaf of America, and their friends,
with an assurance of their friendly interest in its
publication. | |

The writer ventures to hope, also, that to pro-
moters of education and benevolent effort, gener-
ally, the volume will be welcome.

A word of explanation is due for an omission
which may be noticed by certain readers.

The Hartford School for the Deaf has in its cor-
porate and popular name the word “asylum.”

Whatever may be said in justification of the use
of this term in earlier years, it is now generally
condemned as altogether out of place when applied
to establishments designed solely for educational
purposes. Many institutions for the deaf have

dropped it from their official titles as inappropriate
and misleading. No schools organized within the
last thirty years make use of it. It has been
thought best, therefore, in the interest of a most
reasonable reform, to omit it from the following

T pages.

” The portrait which serves as a frontispiece is
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taken from an oil painting made by the late George
F. Wright, of Hartford, a short time after Dr. Gal-
laudet’s death.

Mr. Wright’s intimacy with Dr. Gallaudet had
been so close and so long extended that he was s

and satisfactory, in the estimation of the family,
than any other; not excepting the daguerreotype
from which all of the existing prints and photo-
graphs have been copied.
NartioNaL DEar-MuTe COLLEGE,
KENDALL GREEN, NEAR WasHINGTON, D. C.
December 10th, 1887,

able to produce a likeness much more characterist ;- 4"’
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LIFE OF

THOMAS HOPKINS GALLAUDET.

CHAPTER L

' 1556—1685—1787_1805.

Ancestry — Pdrentage — Childhood — Family Eavironment —
School and College Life.

N Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet were com-
bined, by inheritance, more or less of the
canny Scot, the persistent Briton, the viva-
cious Frank and the oraceful Italian. These
elements were harmonized and unified by the
fire of that devoted and self-sacrificing spirit
which has made the term Huguenot noble in
history. _

Tracing the ancestrv of the subject of this
biography, we go back, first, to Joshua Gal-
laudet, who lived at Mauzé, a village about
twenty miles east of La Rochelle, France, at
the time of the Revocation of the Edict of
Nantes, 168s. |
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2  FRENCH 4np SCOTCH ANCESTR ¥,

Very little can be said, on authority, as to
the origin of the Gallaudet family.  The
name, in the spelling of which no change has
taken place, seems to be rather Latin than
French in jts composition. A coat of arms,
brought by the family from France, has as jts
motto ;— ' _

UT QUIESCAS LAROR,.

The wife of Joshua Gallaudet was Margaret
Prioleau. Their son, Peter Eljsha, spoken of
as a physician, fled from France, not long after
the Revocation, and settled very early in the
last century at New Rochelle, N, Y. where
some of his descendants noy reside. Thomag,
a son of the emigrant, born in 1724, was mar-
ried about I750 to  Catharine Edgar, a
daughter of Thomas Edgar, of Edinburgh,
Scotland, who belonged to the Edgar family
of Keithock and Wedderlie.  This Thomas
Edgar, known in hijs day as ““the squire,” mar-
ried Janet Knox of Edinburgh, and settled in
Rahway, N, J.. about 1-;8. building a house
which has remajned unin’terruptedly in the
Possession of hig descendants,

Second of the sjx children of Thomas and
Catharine Edgar Gallaudet, was Peter 1Wal-
lace, who married Jane Hopkins of Hartford,
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Conn., a descendant of John Hopkins, one of
the Puritan settless of Hartford, as also of the
Reverend Thomas Hooker, founder of that
town, and first pastor of its first church. An
interesting memorandum in the handwriting
of Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet gives the
direct line of his descent from the Hartford
divine as follows,

“Rev. Thomas Hooker, from England, first
minister in Hartford. His son, Rev. Samuel
Hooker, Farmington. Hisson, Nathl. Hooker,
merchant, Hartford. His daughter Alice
married Saml. Howard, Hartford, Their
daughter Alice Howard married Thomas
Hopkins, Hartford. Their daughter Jane
married - P. W, Gallaudet. T. H. Gallaudet
their son. So T. H. G. is the great-crandson
of the great-grand-daughter of Rev. Thomas
Hooker.”

Margaret Prioleau, the mother of the first
Gallaudet in America, was the grand-daughter
of Elizée Prioleau, a dlstmnulshed wauenot
pastor at Niort, near La Rochelle, from I6 39 to
1650. The Prioleau family furnished many
devoted and eminent clergymen to the Hu-
guenot church, among them a son of Elizée
named Samuel, pastor at La Rochelle, 1660,
-and later at Pons in Saintonge, where he died






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































